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SUBJECT: ASEAN RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST COUNTRIES 
REF: (A) PARIS 21930 (NOTAL), (B) KUALA LUMPUR 4946 (NOTAL) 

1 . WHILE EXPERTS MEET TO THRASH OUT TECHNICAL DETAILS RELATING 
TO INTRA-ASEAN COOPERATION IN ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND SCIENTIFIC 
FIELDS, JOURNALISTS AND LOCAL OBSERVERS CONTINUE TO RELISH 
SPECULATING ABOUT INDOCHINESE STATES - PARTICULARLY SRV - 
ATTITUDES TOWARD ASEAN, AND VICE VERSA. THUS, THERE IS 
CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN WHETHER SRV AMBASSADOR VU BACH MAI 
WILL ATTEND AUGUST 3 AIRPORT ARRIVAL CEREMONIES FOR ASEAN 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT AND AUGUST 4 CEREMONIAL OPENING OF THE 
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SUMMIT TO WHICH ALL LOCAL CHIEFS OF MISSION HAVE BEEN INVITED. 
PREVAILING OPINION, ACCORDING ONE OF OUR BETTER INFORMED 
JOURNALISTIC CONTACTS, IS THAT HE WILL NOT. 

2. MASS CIRCULATION "NEW STRAITS TIMES," WRITING ON ISSUE, 

AUG 1 NOTED THAT INVITATION TO SRV REP WAS "VIEWED AS A FURTHER 
GESTURE OF FRIENDSHIP FROM ASEAN.EXTENDED DESPITE RECENT 
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STRONG ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ASEAN" ALLEGING THAT ASEAN WAS 
A SEATO TYPE MILITARY ALLIANCE. ACCORDING NST, "ASEAN GOVERNMENTS 
HAVE REMAINED COOL AND HAVE BEEN MAKING CONCILIATORY PRO- 
NOUNCEMENTS IN THE FACE OF VIETNAMESE DENUNCIATIONS," CITING 
HANOI'S POLICY OF ATTACKING ASEAN AS A GROUP WHILE SEEKING 
FRIENDLY BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH INDIVIDUAL ASEAN MEMBERS. 

3. INTERVIEWED ON ARRIVAL YESTERDAY (JULY 31), FOREIGN MINISTERS 
ROMULO OF THE PHILIPPINES AND MALIK OF INDONESIA SPOKE IN 
CONCILIATORY VEIN. ROMULO OPINED THAT SRV CRITICISM DERIVED 

FROM LACK OF UNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE ORGANIZATION AND EXPRESSED 
HOPE "THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO BUILD A TRUE FOUNADTION FOR 
CONSTRUCTIVE COOPERATION." MALIK ON HIS PART REPORTEDLY SAID 
THAT THE INDOCHINESE STATES "ARE GOOD NEIGHBORS," COMMENTING 
THAT "INDOCHINA HAS JUST COME OUT FROM 25 YEARS OF WAR. IT NEEDS 
TIME TO RECONSTRUCT AND CONSOLIDATE. WHY ARE WE IN A HURRY 
TO PUSH THEMTO SUPPORT US?" 

4. EARLIER. IN REMARKS TO NEWSMEN TOUCHING ON THE SUBJECT 

OF EXTRA-REGIONAL COOPERATION BETWEEN ASEAN AND OTHER COUNTRIES 
AND GROUPINGS, FOREIGN MINISTER RITHAUDDEEN STATED JULY 28 
THAT ASEAN'S INTEREST IN EXPANDING ECONOMIC LINKS WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES WAS NOT LIMITED TO COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA, WITH WHOM CONSULTATIONS WILL BE HELD SHORTLY: 
"ASEAN IS ALSO PREPARED TO FORGE LINKS WITH THE EASTERN EUR- 
OPEAN COUNTRIES," HE STATED. 
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5. COMMENT: SUBJECT OF RELATIONS WITH VIETNAM AND OTHER INDO- 
CHINESE COMMUNIST REGIMES IS LIKELY TO FIGURE PROMINENTLY IN 
POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS DURING FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETINGS TODAY 
AND TOMORROW (AUG 1 AND 2) AND SUMMIT ITSELF (AUG 4-5). IN 
VIEW SOVIET AMBIVALENCE ON ASEAN, IT WILL ALSO BE INTERESTING 
TO SEE HOW PRESS TREATS PRESENCE OF SOVIET REP AT CEREMONIAL 
PROCEEDINGS, ASSUMING HE ACCEPTS THE INVITATION. RE FORMALIZED 
LINKS WITH EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES (READ USSR). PRIMARY 
INDUSTRIES MINISTER MUSA HITAM TOUCHED ON THIS POSSIBILITY IN 
HIS CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR MILLER 28 (SEE REFTEL B). 
MILLER 
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